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For his Heart trembled for the Ark of God. 


IIS Uſual for Men, who live in the outward. 
| | Communion of the true Church, to chal- 


lenge God's Protection, as their Property, 

| tho their Life is the very Reverſe of his 
Laws. They lay claim to the Benefits of his Covenant, 
tho they do not perform the Conditions of it. They 
look upon the true Doctrine, which they profeſs, as 
an Exemption from Moral Duties; and as implying a 
Toleration of their Crimes, or a Sanctuary, which 
skreens them from God's avenging Juſtice. They foo- 
liſhly imagine, they can enjoy the Privileges of Reli- 
gion, ſeparately from it's Grace,; and impiouſly confi- 


dent, they expect the Bleſſings which attend the ſtrict 


Obſervance of God's Precepts, in the very time they 
are themſelves guilty of ſuch heinous Sins, as call for 
the Infli#ion of the greateſt Puniſhments. | 
* Fooliſh Stupidity! to think, that God is bound to be 
Pane to them, and load them with Benefits and 
avours, notwithſtanding their high Crimes, and no- 
corious Offences. fol 
This was the Caſe of Jrael, in the Hiſtory before 
us. Ely, who at that time, under the Title of Judge, 
was the chief Governor of that People, was a good, a 
pious Man, and even zealous for the Honour of Reli- 
gion. But through the Facility, or Weakneſs of his 
Temper, he had unfortunately been, too remiſs a Ma- 
giſtrate, and too indulgent a Father. | | | 
His Sons, whoſe Proneneſs to Sin, ſhould have been 
bridled and curbed by wholſome Severities, had been 
abandoned to their own — and had 
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27 A SERMON Preacb'd 
their ſacred Character, to the moſt infamous ſenſual. 
Satisfactions. And (as the Prince's Vices are apt to 
become the Faſhions of the People, or, as when the 
Fountains of publick Edification are tainted with Poi- 
ſon, the Infection grows general) the Corruption in 
a very little time, ſtole into all the Veins of the political 
Body, inſomuch, that by the Prevalency of the Lea- 


der's Example, the Nation was ſoon over-run with 


Wickedneſs and Impiety. 25 | 
In a Juncture of time, ſo fatal to the Proſperity of 
a People, Vrael goes out to engage the Phil;fines. But 
God not going out. with them, great Numbers of them 
fel} in the Field, and they were entirely defeated. So 
grievous: a Calamity, (one would think) ſhould have 
ſet them upon. conſidering. theiv ways, and turning back: 
to the Lord of Hoſts :: But inſtead of this, they fall to 
repining and — 3 Wherefore, ſay they, hath the 
Lord ſmitten ws before the Pbiliſtines ? 9 WE, 
And then they think of a Stratagem, whichwas-much 
eaſier, than reforming their Lives, and Converſation, 
which they fooliſhly imagine would infallibly repair 
their Loſs, and retrieve their Honour: That was, 
fetching the Ark from Shiloh, and carrying it into the 
Field of Battle, upon the fond conceit, that the Phi- 
liftines would never be able to face, that ever victo- 
rious Ark, whoſe Preſence alone batter'd down the 
Walls of Fericho ; And that it would be a means, to 
oblige God to ſide with them, ſince his Honour was 
engaged in the Preſervation of the Ark of bu Covenant: 
And his Glory could not ſuffer it to fall (an inglorious 
Captive) into the Hands of the Uncircumciſed. As ſoon 
as the Ark appeared in the Camp, emboldened with 
theſe Thoughts, and fluſhed with the ſanguine Hopes 
of undoubted Victory, by loud Shoutings, and Demon- 
ſtrations of Joy, they anticipate their imaginary Tri- 
umphs, and even before they engage, they congratu- 
late themſelves, upon the glorious Succeſs of. the Day. 
How vain is Confidence, when ill-grounded, and ill- 


placed! They ſoon: found by ſad Experience, that 
the rk of the Covenant, was no Defence for ay £74 
| ro 
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at the Aſſizes at Chelmsford, 3 
broke the Covenant: And that the Arł wherein lay enclo- 
ſed the two Tables of the Law, could not ſave thoſe, who 
had broke the two Tables of the Law. They found that 
their Sins could endanger the Ark, but not the Ark pro- 
tect their Sins; and that it was to no purpoſe to court the 
Emblem, when they had affronted the Original. For 
notwicthſtanding the Preſence of the Ark, they were 
again totally routed. Thirty Thouſand of them fell 
in the Field, the High Prieſt's Two Sons were ſlain ; 
and to encreaſe the Diſgrace of that unhappy Day, to 
fill up the meaſure of their Grief and Shame, the Ark, 
the Ornament of Facob, and the Glory of Iſrael, fell into 
the Hands of the Philiſtines, to complete their Victory, 
and adorn their Triumph. . 
Whilſt theſe Things paſſed in the Camp, Ely was 
ſitting by the way ſide, watching: Unconcerned for 
the fate of his People, unconcerned for the fate of his 
Sons, all his Thoughts were bent upon the Hazards 
the Ark of. God was expoſed to, through the Sins 
of his Nation, and the Sins of his Family. And as 
good Men, at the Approaches of their Diſſolution, have 
often Prophetick Fears, or ſecret Forebodipgs of ſome 
great impending Calamity, his Heart trembled for the 
Ark of God, „„ ; 
- To draw from theſe Words ſome ſeaſonable Infe- 
rences or Conſiderations, fitted for the times and the 
reſent occaſion, we think it proper to rank our 
Thoughts under Four Heads; And to ſhew. | 
Firſt, The Dignity of the Ark, or the high Value 
of true Religion, and the _ of preferring it's Safety 
and Preſervation, before all other Advantages and 
Enjoyments, - | A hee 
decondly, To lay before you ſome Inducements, 
and Motives, to enforce this Duty, © | 
In the third place, from Els being both the High 
Prieft, and the chief Magiſtrate in Iſrael, we will 
ſhew you, that this Duty is in a more binding, and parti- 
_ cular manner, incumbent upon the Magiſtracy, and 
the Clergy. „ 55 
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In the-fourth/and laſt place, that ſince the Sins of 
fuel unrepented of, were the unhappy Cauſes of the 
- Captivity of the Ark, tis the moſt important of our 
Duties, to ſecure and keep it ſafe in the midſt of us, 
by a National Repentance. = 


_ Firſt, ' As to the Dignity of the -4rk, it was the 
holieft Thing under the Law; f and ſo holy, that it 
made holy every Place it came to. It was the Dwel- 
ling Place, arid Habitation of God. It was the Place 
from 'whence God gave his Oracles to Iſrael, and 
whete Iſrael met to conſult his God. Tis called 
here the Ark of God, not as a Learned Man {|| would 
have, in Contra-diſtintion to the Arks or Chefs 
made uſe of in the 'idolatrous Ceremonies, that 
were performed to the Honour of ſome Heathen 
God; but beeauſe it was of Divine Original, it's 
Fabrick having been ordered by the true God, and 
adapted to his Service. In many places, it is ſty- 
led the Ark of the Covenant ; becauſe it was the Pledge o 
God's Covenant with his People, Elſewhere, the Ark of the 
Teſtimony z' becauſe it was the Preſerver of the Teftimony 
of the Lord, the Tables of tlie Lam being lockt up, and 
preſerved. in it. In ſome other places it is called, 
the 4k of the Smength of Gid, and the Srengtbcaf 2 
-racl ; becauſe it was a Shield to the People, and a 
Terrour to the Enemies of God. This might -ſuf- 
fice to demdnſtrate the Dignity of the Arl, and yet 
tis diſtinguiſhed by higher Titles: For tis alſo ity- 
lied, the f Fuce of God, the Glory vf Iſrael, and even God 

and Ring of Glory; becauſe God appeared upbn the 
Ark, by the viſible Tokens of his Preſence, of lis 

Merey and Protection. 

It would be endleſs to unravel all the Myſterits of the 
Ard, and to ſnew, how it was a typical Emblem of our 
Lord's Incarnation; as alſo a'lively- Repreſentation of 
his 444ftical Body the Ohurch: Waving then allthis, tho” 
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it tends to illiſtrate the Digni of 3 Hirt; nd a- 
ſtening to apply this — to our Qiream- 
ſtances under the Goſpel, we will only conſidera), un- 
2 4 Go? Proc, + 
F s it was ie Syn 's an 
the Plige of bis Protein. 
 , Secondly, As ät Was the Center of the Fewiſh Neli- 
For, it was before the 4rk-thatoSgorifices were 
Sffered; and that the moſt -ſolemn Acts bf? dan 


Were performed. Whence -uppearihg before the -Apk, in 


Seripture Phraſe, is of the ſame import with, :appear- 


ing before the Lord; and chere 9 whereby 
all the Males in Thee; were obliged eo dpponr'oſdre 
the Ark, ut the" Tliree prove Soles 'Peſtiuald, 1-010 1D 
: No wender then, f he Holy Wu the Law, 
made ite Safety ef che. Al, che darling Object of tir 
Zeal, andi Banger thecliief of thiir Caresdnd !Trou- 
bles; nine ic Was o glorious Syn of Gocke Nreſende, 
and Faveur, und the st Sacred and Ventrable 
Ken bf. their Religion. Ait us heat Hob Prophet, 
bewails the Captivity of! the: Ark, in a ing eat 15 
and the moſt e Eupreſtent; * be. forſook the Tabinacle 
H Shiloh, and the Tent whith be placed aumng Ad, und de- 
Norreil bis 
mn . 10 gui b 
Now to. put this a Goſpebdbif;! 'TrnoRiſigion, the 
Rligioref C, bears the! fame Rehren 40 us, that 
athe Ark did to theo People of al: And if che Care 
of it's ſafety did fire cheir Affections , ant :eanſedeheir 
Hearts to *remble, ſhould not theidefence of true Re- 
Aigien; ugãitiſt elle vemol}Efforts of a oprru pied Churũh, 
wing our Activity, and enflame bur Zeal 3:inge the 
10s Of it, if not of a greater Value, is with us, at leaſt, 
of the lame "urivaluable <onfideration, We llofe in: it 
our Sn, and our 85804, our" Gly, und dur Sg, 
— Li br and our Support : And this vou be made 
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6 A SERMON: Preach'd 
true Religion, which 'are of the ſame Nature, and 
Stamp, wich the Advantages flowing from the Ark 


q Prov, 3. 18. 


| Firſt, Tiras Religion is the higheft Privilege of hu- 
mane Nature; it diſtinguiſhes. Men from the whole vi- 


ſible Creation, with a brighter Luſtre, than all the Ad- 


vantages of Reaſon. And if true Religion advances 
the Dignity of Men, conſidered in a private Capacity, 
it onght, by an undeniable Conſequence, to raiſe the 
Honour of a Society, of a Nation; a Society, a Nation 


being nothing elſe, but a Community made up of pri- 


vate Men, who have agreed to live under the ſame 
Laws and Government. Now, if a Kingdom be the 
Center of Commerce, the ſeat of Politeneſs; if it care- 
fully cultivates and improves Arts and Sciences at 
home, and becomes formidable abroad, by the Progreſs 


of it's Arms, and the Extent of it's Conqueſts: Theſe 
may make a Kingdom conſiderable in the Eye of the 
World; but nothing can make it, conſiderable in the 
Eye of God, or recommend it to his Fayour, but the 
purity of it's Doctrine and Worſhip. 2 li d 

II. True Religion promotes the happineſs of a Nation, 
by the natural Tendency of it's Doctrines and Precepts ; 


- *tis-in all Communities, the living Fountain of good 


Ocder, the Spring of regular Motions, 'the Cement of 
mutual Union and Benevolence. It tyes the People 
to the Soveraign, it endears the Soveraign to the Peo- 


ple, by —— the obſervance of their reciprocal 
u 


uties: It introduces into Commerce, Diſintereſt and 
Integrity, and baniſhes Male-adminiſtration from publick 
Places and Employments: It makes the Governors Ho- 


neſt, and the governed eaſy. Vice and a corrupted 


Religion, are the unhappy Roots of Evils and Cala- 


mities of all kinds; on the contrary, true Religion, 


{] is @ tree of life to tbem that lay hold upon her, and happy is 
every one that retaineth ber. 
III. True Religion entitleth a Nation to God's Favour 


and Protection. For tho God is every where, as a 


1 


God 
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God and a King by the immenſity of his Nature; and” 
by the unbounded extent of his Providential Admini- 


ſtration; yet he is more particularly to be. fowndand felt, 


| AS A gracious God, and a good King; in choſe Countries 


where his Ark is ſettled, and his true Church Eſtabli- 
ſhed. And he honours, with a more diſtinguiſhed Care 
and Protection, them who profeſſing his Truth, con- 
form their Lives to the Sanctity of his Laws. His Pre- 
ſence is inſeparable from the Ark of bi, Covenant; There 
fore St. John, in the * Revelation, repreſents our Lord 
in the midſt of the Golden Candleſticis, meaning there- 
by, that he fixes his Habitation, and Dwelling- place, 
in Churches that are diſtinguiſhed by. ſoundneſ3 of Faith, 
and purity f Morſbip. And tis in regard to the unvalu- 
able Bleflings, that enjoys u People, whom God? hath: 
Honoured with the Knowledge of his Truth; that the 
holy Prophet triumphantly ſaith, + Happy it that people 
_ is ſuch a caſe: yea, happy is the People "whoſe God ir 
„ Lil. 11 5 0.3 10 ms THY? 


| Theſe Three Characters of tuns Religion, are unde- 


niable Arguments of it's Value and Excelleney: And 
at the very ſame time give us a full Proſpe& of the 
Horrours of Popery, wherein none of thoſe touches, or 
ſtrokes are to be ſeen. © True Religion advances:the Dig- 
nity of Man; it improves and exalts his Nature; On 
the contrary, Popery degrades, and vilifies Man, by im- 
poſing upon him blind Obedience and Submiſſion, to 
PREY infallible Guides; as alſo, the unworthy be- 


lief of ridiculous Doctrines, and Superſtitions, which 


— 


at once dethrone the Majefly of Heaven, and the Reaſon 

of Mankind. 1101 | 220609 C18 W4SHIk Sh HS 
True Religion is not only Conducive and Inftrumen- 
tal, to the regulation and wellfare of à Kingdom; 
more than that, tis the very Principle from which Or- 
der, Peace, and Happineſs flow upon a Nation. But 
Popery, a Word which implies à World of | Miſchiefs 
bids defiance to all this; it breaks the Bands, it cuts o 

all the yes of Society; it lays upon Princes, an Obliga« 
tion to deſtroy. Subjecæa, hom they are bound upon 


* Rev, 1. 13. Br 
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Oath to Protect; it abſolves Subjects from their Alle- 
iance to their lawful. Princes: For, according as it 
erves it's turn, or ſutes beſt With it's Intereſt, the 
Chareb , Bim ar one time, will preſent a Prince, 
with, a Conſeerafed Sword;: to encourage him to the ſhed- 
ding of his Subject s Blood; at another, by the under- 
band Intreagues, and the ſeditious Breath of it's Emiſ- 
ſarife, it excites. a deluded People, to levy, War againſt 
ons Liege Lord and Sover 10 
LF 


a Halil: Ek wk 
gain, Imi Religion, cauſes, > Kingdom to be the 
Kingdom of God. But a Kingdom where Popery 
is the eſtabliſned Religion, is the Kingdom of a Man. 
Ma Man indeed, who mimicks God. He arms him- 
ſelf with: Thender and Li nein He demands the 
doration ofo his own, Pxrſon: He aſſumes the Ti- 
les of the Anuglty, and Ryles himſelf King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lord: He affects the Power and Perfe- 
ations, and-eyen'(daring lmpiety !.) compliments himſelf 
wich the Name of God. What an impious Leueller 
is this? Proud Worm whoſer himfeliapon a Level 
with Him, Who, g higher than the Heavens, and pla- 
ces himſelf on à Throne, equal to che Almigbiyt. In- 
tolerabls Arrogance! He is not even ſatisfyed with an 
Equali : He gives himſelf che Precedency, and. af- 
feQs a Supeniotity ovst his Maker, For in the Cere- 
mony of his Coronation“, at a good diſtance from 
him, Gift comes the cunſcerated Hat on a white Horſe, 
under a Canopy held by Men of no higher rank 
than Citizens of Reme: This would bave been too 
ſneaking a Retinne for the, more: than, deified Pontiſf. 
For, he afterwards comes mounted on the Shoul- 
ders of Men, under a much richer Canopy, held by 
Princes or their Ambaſſadours and Repreſentatives. 1 
muſt on there is a Colour for ſuch a Precedency: For 
3 God made by Cardinals, who are ſtyled the Princes 
of «he Church, qught in Ne have greater Honours 
paid him, than theſe Gods of a more vulgar make, 
who daily come ſo thick out of the Mint of vile inferior 
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Prieſts, Add, there is but one Pope; whilſt the Wafer 
. Deities, are multiplyed to Millions: Beſides, a viſible 
God riding in Triumph, with a ſplendid Equipage, is 
apt to draw more reſpet from the daxled Multitude, 
than à latent ＋ nk one, who ſculks behind the diſ- 
graceful Veil of contemptible Accidents, and is crow- 
ded into an Atom of Bread. LY 
However, a Church which is N by a Man, 
who unmindful of his mortal Condition, Rivals the 
Almighty, and even exalts himſelf above his Maker, 
far from being the Kingdom of God, is rather the Em- 
pire of proud aſpiring Lucifer. For God abhors and re- 
fiſts the Proud: But tho' * be inhabiteth eternity, be dwells 
alſo with him who it M a contrite and humble Spirit. 
Now, what Scenes of Miſery and Horrour, ſhould 
we be betrayed into, if our Proteſtant Religion, the 
true Ark of God, the Symbol of his Preſence, and 
the Pledge of his Favour and Protection, : ſhould be 
ſubjected, and forced to truckle to it's reverſe Popery. 
For f power was given to the beaſt to make war with the 
Saints, and to overcome them. And tis a melancholy Re- 
flection to think, that to him who ſurveys the preſent 
State of Europe, it Will appear, there is cauſe to be 
_ apprehenſive of ſo great a diſaſter; And that, in ma- 
ny places where our Holy Religion flouriſhed before, 
it is now ſunk and decayed, is a Truth too plain to 
Abandoned by a Prince, whoſe Anceſtors were it's 
moſt . zealous Champions, preſided at it's Birth or 
Revival, and defended it's Cradle with their Sword, 
Abandoned, I ſay by a Prince, who exchanged it for 
a temporal Crown, which, for a Reward of his Apc- 
ſtacy, hath proved to him a Crown of Thorns, and {till 
ſits tottering and uneaſy upon his Head: Extirpated in 
 Bobemia, Diſcountenanced in many parts of Germany, 
Diſtreſſed in Poland, Gppreſſed in Hungary and Tranſil= 
vania: In France, where once it was almoſt an equal 
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Match to it's Enemy, bleeding now by. freſh Wounds ;: 
and chrough a renewed Perſecution, breathing it's laſt. 
And, in theſe Realms, infidiouſly undermined, by. Subter- 
ranean Plots, pelted by Libels, endeavopred to be 
knock'd down by the cruſhing Weight of bulky Volumes, 
and openly aſſaulted by the bold Partifans of a Popiſh 
Impoftor. Who can conſider the preſent deplorable con- 
dition of our Holy Religion, without being ſtruck at 
Heart, without expreſſing the deepeſt Concern, with- 
our trembling for the Ark f Gt iT 
And, tis no ſmall addition to our Fears, that many of 
the Proteſtant Powers abroad, ſeem ſo remiſs, ſo unaffe- 
cted to the Intereſt of our Sion, while the Princes of Sa- 
maria are ſo Zealous, and Active in the Defence and 
Propagation of their Scbiſin, and Hereſy, And, at the 
Head of the latter, who can forbear ſeeing a. Prince, 
who ever look d upon Conqueſt as commendable, and 
Reſtitution as inglorious ;-a Prince who is at this time 
the very Prop of Babyloniſh Tyranny, now as Powerful 
and as Formidable as ever? Unleſs we come up to that. 


exceſſive pitch of Abſurdity, as to imagine, that he 
hath been weakened by the. addition of new Princi- 
alities, and Dominions, cauſed to be found light in the 


llance, by throwing into it the vaſt weight of King- 
doms and Monarchies, or impoveriſh'd by ſecuring in his 
Family, the Well-head of Silver Streams. Not. that I 
think, his endeavours to weaken our Religion, and 
advance his own, are owing meerly to a Religious 
Principle: Tis not. unlikely, they are as much to be 
aſcribed' to. Politicks as Zeal, and ought to be placed, 
rather to the account of his Ambition, than that of his 
Bigotry. "Tis obſervable, that through the whole courſe 
of his Reign, when in a more particular manner (as he 
doeth at this time) lie ſubmitted his Scepter to St. 
Peter's Keys, twas when he had occaſion for them to 
open himſelf a Door into new Conqueſts and Dominions : 
And for this very Reaſon, he'll'never leave off endea- 
youfing to ſertle Popery, and Arbitrary Power, in Coun- 
tries that are in ſight of his own, or that Border upon. 
his Kingdom, were it but to remove, as far as poſ- 
* | * ſible,, 
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ſible, from his Peoples Eyes, the natural and attractive 
Beauties of Liberty, and true Religion; leſt the en- 
vied happineſs of their Neighbours, in the enjoyment 
of their civil and religious * Liberties, ſhould tempt his 
own Subjects to the recovery of their ancient Privi- 
leges, and the attempting a Reformation of their groſs 
Abuſes, in point of Doctrine and Worſhip. 1 
And now, Brethren, is there not a cauſe to trem- 
ble for the Ark of God ? 3 i 
Many, doubtleſs, have trembling Hearts, buſie Heads, 
and full of diſquieting Thoughts. But what do they 
Tremble, what are they ſollicitous for? Alas! alas! 
there is but too much reaſon to believe, that Concerns, 
meerly temporal, lie at the bottom of their anxious 
Fears, that worldly Cares are the ſecret Springs of 
their Uneaſineſs, and Trouble. They tremble for the 
Ark of Mammon, and not for the Ark of God. They 
are ſollicitous, not for the Sanctuaries of the Lord, but 
for the Ware-houſes and Magazines of their Avarice. 
This is the true Principle of their Trembling : Here 
Center and terminate all their Fears. And, if at any time, 
they caſt a thought upon the condition of the Pro- 
teſtant Church, they are apprehenſive of the danger 
of Religion, meerly for views of State; inſtead of be- 
ing concerned for the danger of the State, by views 


of Religion: And, had not the Providence of Kings 


and Parliaments, by wholeſome Laws, which are the cele- 
brated Monuments of their Wiſdom and Piety, raiſed the 


Religious and Civil Society in theſe Realms, upon the 
ſame Stock and Foundation, linking and twiſting the 


_ Church and State together, ſo that they cannot be par- 

ted, without being a mutual Bane one to the other, 

am afraid very few would think of the Ark of God. 
Our Religion is eſſential to our Conſtitution, inſo- 


Li 


* Sape ex eo audivi, Legione und, G modicis auxiliis, debellari, ob- 


tenerique Hiberniam poſſe, idque etiam adverſus Britanniam profuturum, 
I Romana, ubique arma, & velut & conſpectu libertas tolleretur. Ta- 
eit. in Agrec. cap. 24. * , | | 


0 4 | much, 


LY 


K * * 19189 4 ant 


12 4 SERMON Preachd 


much, that they who are well affected to our Conſti- 
tution, muſt needs be implicitely zealous for the Church. 
But ſomething more is required: Doth not ſo great a 
Bleſſing, as the Preſervation of the Ark, merit a di- 
ſtinct Conſideration, as well as an explicite Prayer? 
Doth not the Kingdom of God, which we are in 
Duty bound to lech firſt of all, deſerve a firſt Rank, 
and a Preheminence in our Thoughts, and Affections? 
And as God loveth the Gates of Sion, more than all the 
Dwellings of Facob, ought we not to love the Church, 
to love true Religion above all? This, Holy David 
looke upon to be his Duty: O Lord, faith he, * 
T have loved the Habitation of thy Houſe, and the Place 
where thine Honour dwelleth, This. ought to take place 
of all the Enjoyments of this World. + The Atk, ſaith 
Uriah, and Iſrael and Fudah abide in Tents, the Servants 
f the Lord are in the Camp, in the open Field; and ſhall 
go down to my Houſe to eat and drink, and to be 
merry: as thou live , and as thy Soul liueth, I will not 
do this thing. This is the moſt affecting of all 
Concerns, witnefs the good Man of our Text: He 
prefers the Safety of the Ark of God, before the Safety 
of Iſrael, before the Safety of his Two Sons, and 
before the Safety. of their Wives and Children, his 
Heart only trembled for the Ark of God. 
II. This leads me to the Second Head of this Diſ- 
courſe, where I am to lay before you, ſome Inducements, 
and motives to enforce this Duty. | | 
The Firſt Motive, or Inducement for us to be con- 
, cerned, and to tremble for the, Ark of God, is a 
deep Senſe of God's Hinour, and a true Zeal for his. 
Glory, This was in all Ages of the Church, the: 
over-ruling, the predomiuant Affection, the Maſter-Paſ- 
ion of Holy Men. As they had a Propriety in God, 
their Intereſts were the ſame, and they made his 
Cauſe their own; inſomuch, that the leaſt Thing. 
which in the Eye of the World might tarniſh his 
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Honour, or fully the Glory of his Power, filled them 
with fore Affliction and bitter Sorrow. Of this Na- 
ture was the Zeal of Moſes: And tho' he was the 


meekeſt Man upon Earth, yet when the T-aelites had 


made a Golden Calf, whilſt he was with God in the 


Mount, his Jealouſie burnt like Fire; and in an holy 


Zeal he broke the Tables of Stone, and put the ſame” 
Day, Three Thouſand Men to the Sword: And 


ſeeing, that God-purpoſed to deſtroy that idolatrous 
Nation, Root and Branch, he intercedes for them upon 
no other Motive, but the Confideration of God's Ho- 
nour, and Glory, O Lord; (faith he to his God) Why 


doeth thy Wrath wax hot againſt thy People, which thow 


haſt brought forth out of the Land of Egypt, with great 
Power, LA a 4 A ? Wherefore Prat the 79 


tians ſpeak, and ſay ? For Miſchief did | 
to ſlay them in the Mountains, and to conſume them from 
the Face of the Earth: Turn from this fierce Wrath, and 


repent of this Evil againſt thy People; yet now ſee if thou- 


wilt forgive their Sin: And if not, blot me I pray thee, 
from the Book of Life which thou haſt written, That is, 


put a ſudden Period to my Life, that I may not hear- 


the inſulting Voice of the idolatrous Nations: Let 
me never be a Witneſs of the blaſphemous Rejoy- 
cings of the Enemies of thy Name. | 


Like unto this, was the Zeal of the grear Prophet 
9 


Elias ; he beholdeth prophane FJezebel, priding in 
the Succeſs of her Abominations, and applauding her- 
ſelf that the had eſtabliſhed the Idolatry of her Na- 
tive Country, upon the Ruins of the Altars of the 
Lord. From thoſe Objects which deeply wound his: 
Heart, he flies into the Wilderneſs; and takes Sanctu- 
ary in a Rocky Cave. What doeſt thou here Elijab,. 
faith the Lord to him; I have, anſwereth the fery; 
Prophet, I have been very zealow for the Lord God of 
Heſts : For the Children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Co- 
venant, thrown down thine Altars, and ſlain thy Prophets 
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with the Sword: O Honourable Paſſion! O Glorious 
Zeal | which bath nothing in view, but the Honour 
and Glory of God. | 

Of the ſame Stamp and Character, was, doubtleſs, 
the Zeal of Ely in our Text. If we could lay his 
Heart naked to your Eyes, you would be convin- 
ced, that it was a deep Senſe of God's Honour and 
Glory, which cauſed his Pious Tremblings and Religious 
Fears, EEE 

He hath it in his Thoughts, that it is highly in- 
jurious to God, prejudicial and diſreputable to his 
Religion, that his Ark ſhould fall into the Hands of 
a Nation that knew not God. His Tremblings, his 
Agitations; in ſhort the devout Agony of his Soul, 

ive us ſufficiently to underſtand, that the following 
Tiſquieting Thoughts ran in his Head, and troubled 
his Mind. Shall I ſee the Ark of God reduced to 
the deſpicable abject Condition, of being a Slave to 
Dagon; and the Glory of Iſrael in Chains, raiſe the Tri- 
umph of a. vain ſenſeleſs Idol. + O God! ſhall the Ad- 
verſary reproach, and the Enemies blaſpheme thy Name. 
Theſe pious Tranſports, and Religious Ejaculations, which 
are the commendable Raptures of a true Zeal for the 
Honour of God, ought to be the Sentiments of every 
Chriſtian, when ſeaſonable, and well-timed : When' 
intricate Functures, unſettled Aﬀairs, divided Friends, 
powerful united Enemies, make us reaſonably apprehen- 
ſive of the Church's Danger or Downfal, tis every 
good Proteſtant's Duty, in Imitation of Holy Men, 
out of a deep Concern for the Glory of God, to 
break out into theſe, or the like Expreſſions. Shall 
we ſee Fernſalem ſubjected to Samaria, or Babylon 
Queen of the Nations, reckoning our Sion in the num- 
ber of her Slaves? Shall we fee Truth gagged and fet- 
tered, by prevailing impious Falſhood ? — the Holy 
Goſpel, buried under a ſcandalous Heap of human Tra- 
ditions, and Counterfeit Legends? Shall we ſee the De- 
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vil uſurp again in theſe Kingdoms, the regained 
Empire of Chriſt? Shall we ſee the Roman Pontiff 
ſeated again in the Temple of God, reſettle his Idols in 
the Houſe of the Lord? Shall we ſee Rome, ſucceſs- 
ful in her towering Projects, and ambitious Views, 
trample upon the Ark of God, raiſe her Throne above 
the Heavens, and ſcornfully ſay unto us, where # your 
God now ? | 

Theſe, or the like, ought to be the Sentiments, and 
Tranſports of a true Proteſtant; when there is reaſon 
to fear, that the Intereſt of a falſe Religion, will pre- 
vail againſt the true Worſhip of our ford. Then, 
he ought to tremble for the Ark of God, out of a 
deep Senſe of God's Honour and Glory. 

Secondly, We ſhould tremble at che Danger, and 
be concerned for the Ark of God, if we did ſeriouſly 
reflect upon the deplorable State of a Nation, from 
which God Almighty withdraweth his Preſence, and 
Protection, together with his Ark, or the Purity of. 
his Doctrine and Worſhip. Tis a notable ſaying in an; 
Antient + Author, that the greateſt Calamity a goodKing 
can threaten his diſobedient Subjectꝭ withal, is to forſake 
them, and leave them to their Devices and Ma- 
nagement. Then certainly, the fereſt Puniſhment that 
God can inflict upon a Rebellious Natidn, is his Abſence, 
or withdrawing from it. | : 75 

What a wretched Condition muſt they be in, when 
they have loſt their God? That ever-flowing Fountain 
of Conſolations and Comforts, in their ſeveral Miſe- 
ries and Afflictions; the infallible Oracle which they con- 
ſulted, in the emergent Difficulties and Intricacies of 
Government. Bereaved of their Ark, their Altars and 
Religion ; where muſt they make Application, for Ad- 
vice, Help, and Remedy ? Deprived of the Mercy 
Seat, and Throne of Grace, where they uſed to reſort to 
appeaſe an injured and angry God, how can they eſ- 
cape being made Examples of his Juſtice, and Victim: 
of his Vengeance ? | | 
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Conſider what would be the Face of Nature, if the 
Sun did refuſe his favourable Aſpect, and Heavens with- 
draw their cheriſhing Influences, and kind Showers : It 
would no more be deck d with it's beautiful green, no þ 
more enamelled with the rich variety of Fruits and 
Flowers; and deſtitute both of the ſolid and agreeable. 
Ornaments of it's Plenty, it would offer to our View, 
only the ſhocking and hateful Spectacle of Barrenneſs, and 
Deſolation, Such, and infinitely more deplorable, is 
the State gf a, Nation, from which the Almighty with- 
draweth the Light of bi Countenance, and the helpful 
Hand of his Protection; together with the viſible Sym- 
bols of his Preſence and Favour. This Kingdom, we 
live in, this Kingdom, which is as delightful as the Gar- 
den of Eden, this Earthly, Paradiſe, would immediately 
: | be turned into a frightfal and ghaſtly Wilderneſs, if 
God ſhould root up, and take away the Tree of Life, 
E | which is both it's Safeguard, and it's Glory, | 
1 How vain would it be for us, to pride in the Fruit- 
| fulneſs of our Soil, whilſt, through the Want of the 
Knowledge of God, our Hearts would be uncultiva- 
ted, and our Souls barren ? | 
How ſimple would it look for us, to glory in the 
Wealth of our Commerce, whilſt by the Loſs of the 
Ark, we had loſt all Commerce and Communication 
with Heaven ? | | 
Hoy ſilly, and impertinent, to boaſt of our Liberties, 
(ſuppoſe, that after we haye forfeited our Religion, we 
can keep up our Liberties ; ſince in the Opinion of all 
ſenſible Men, they are a mutual Shield and Preſervative 
to each other, and they muſt ſtand and fall together, ) 
How uy I ſay, and impertinent, to boaſt of our Liber- 
ties, whi through Ignorance and Corruption, occaſioned 
by the Abſence of God, and the Subtraction of his Light 
and Influences, we become Bondmen and Slaves, to 
that Spiritual Tyrant the Devil? 

In ſhort, ſhould the Almighty remove his Ark from 
the midſt of us, what would we of this Kingdom be, 
but a numerous Community of blind Men, roving with- 
out a Guide in Egyptian Darkneſs, in our way to the 
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ow Deen where there is weeping and guaſbing of 
. Teeth? | | 

Such being the deplorable, and wretched Condition 
of a People, whom God deprives of the viſible Tokens 
of his Preſence and Protection, how concerned ought 
we to be for the Preſervation of the Ark? How trem- 
bling and troubled, when we are apprehenſive of the 
leaſt Hazard of it's Loſs or Captivity? _ 7 
The Third Inducement, or Motive which obliges us, 
to be concerned and tremble for our Ark, is the known 
and avowed Character of it's Enemies. 

And here, what an odious and frightful Object ſtrikes 
my Fancy, and offers to my Imagination? I ſee a Mon- 
ſter with a threatning Voice, and haggard Looks, hold- 
ing a burning Torch in one Hand, and a deſtroying Sword 
in tother, trampling upon the Goſpel, ſurrounded with 
a Legion of Angels of Darkneſs, followed by a rueful 
Attendance of armed Miſſionaries, and booted Apoſtles. 
Curioſity leads me to enquire into the Name of that 
ravenome, and blood-thirity Creature: I am readily an- 
ſwered, that the Monſter's Will and Pleaſure, is to go 
under the Denomination and Style of the HOLY, CA- 
THOLICK, APOSTOLICK, and ROMAN CHURCH, 

But further, I am willing to be apprized of the Feats 
and Atchievements of that ill-favoured, Hrighting Crea- 
ture: In order thereto, I ſearch the Records, and look 
into the Annals of former Ages: There I find her tum- 
bling down mighty Emperors from their "Thrones ; ſtab- 
bing the greateſt Kings and Princes ; bathing herſelf in 
the Blood of ſlaughter d Nations; ſporting with the Mur- 
thers and Maſſacres of mangled and butchered Chriſtendom 
kindling the Flames of inteſtine Diviſions and civil 
War; involving Kingdoms in Diſtractions, which an- 
hinge their Government, and plunge a wretched People 
in the wild Confuſions of Anarchy; building the Pri- 
ſons of the Holy Oſſice, upon the Model of Hell; inventing 
new and exquiſite Tortures, to excruciate them, who 
refuſe to comply with their abominable Errors, in Do- 
ctrine and Worſhip; and rooting with Fire and Faggot, 
thoſe to whoſe charge no _ Crime can be laid, — 

n that 


13  # SERMON Preach'd © 
that innocent one, of not being able to digeſt palpable 
Contradictions, and impoſſible Falſhoods, * 0 as we leafn 
from ihre, have bebn for thiny Centuries paſt, the 
1 roceedings, of that Apeſtoliet Church, And 
had it been the Almighty's Pleaftire, that Gur oni 
Knowledge of this Church's ſanguinary and barba 
Actions, Pad been meerly from the muſt) Records, and 
Worm- eaten Chronicles of diſtant Ages! But alas ! In our 
days, how many bloody Thagedies hath ſhe acted, or 
cauſed to be acted, on the ſeveral. Stages of Ehripe? 
How many gloomy Scenes of Horrour, owing to her "49 
elty, are yet freſhin our Memory? How many till 
ſtand expoſed to our view? How many glaring Inſtait- 
ces have we ſeen, and do we ſtill beheld of hee: 
Barbarity and Bhoody- mindedneſ :.. 
Tis franigs, that ſo many Hundred Years, where- 
in ſhe glutted her ſelf with Innocent, and truly Chri- 
ftian Blood, could not afſwage her Malice, and al- 
lay her ew with ſome mixture of Mercy: Tis 
ſtrange, that ſo many Ages ſpent, in ſucking the L. in. 
of the beſt of Men, could not weary her, and in- 
ſtead of an abatement, ſhould procure ſuch an encreaſe 
of Inhumanity, as tranſcends and overtops all her for- 
mer Barbarities. Which is a plain Demonſtration, that 
that Church is no Changeling: That in the accuſts- 


1 


Odious, but undeſerved name of Heretic kr. * Can the 
Ethiopian change bis skin, or the Leopard Bis ſpots, then 
may that Church do well, that is accuſtomed to do evil. 
Can horſes run 55 a rock, or one plow there with oxen, 
then may that Church execute juſtice, that hath turned 


% 
< 1 e ꝙ—— — IH rr 


hn. — — 


Lay. 1 Amos, 2 
: judgment 


"TR 


at the. Aste at Chelmsford. 19 
judgment into Gall; and do uprightly that hath: turned rigb- 
et into Hemlack. 3 

And indeed, we ſhould forfeit our Senſes, did we 
entertain vain and flattering Hopes of ſeeing that 
Church, or any of that Church, depart from their in- 
human, and violent means of Converſion: For in ſo 
doing, they act upon Principle, Perſecution is imbo- 
dyed in that Religion, and is no leſs eſſential to true Po- 
pery, than Love and Charity are to pure and uncorrup- 
ted Chriſtianity: For the Expoliation and Murther of 
Hereticks, or even of Heretick Princes, or of ſuch as are 
look'd upon to be favourers of Hereſy, have been en- 
acted into a Law, and made one of their fundamental 
Doctrines, not gal by the Bulls and the Conſtitutions 
of their Popes, but alſo by formal decrees of no leſs, 
than Six of their General Councils. e eee 

And 'tis obſervable, that in the ſame Council (that 
of Latran, under Innocent III.) wherein they intruded up- 
on the Church, that Novel, new coined Forgery:of Tran 
Hal ltentiatiom, as a true Chriſtian Doctrine; in that very 
ſame Council, they made the Ia decree, whereby. 
all the Pope. Vaſſalz, or Partizans of the Hoh Ste, were 
commanded to Proſecute with Fire and Sword, all 
them who having their Senſes about them, would not 
ſubmit tq the moſt unaggountable Determinations of 


<h&CUnnrel, „ f . 4 

555 And indeed, Violence and Perſecution were the ſole 
Arguments, or the only proper means, that could be 
made uſe of, to oblige People to give a feigned Con- 
ſent to a Doctrine, . K the common Reaſon 
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s of T 


rions and. 1d of Truth, For, ſince; it could not be 
4H ay) + ſenſible Perſons could be brought to 


. 3 


imagine 

fivallow that magic Metamorphoſis of a bit of Bread 
into an Almigbty God, the good Fathers of that pious Coun- 
cil, 75057 to thruſt it down their Tbraati, with Daggers 
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Te Counil of Latran, under Innocent III. of Lyons, under In- 
t Hef Conſtance, under Martin J. of Sienne, IV. of Latran, 
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But, beſides the ſtrict Commands of deſtroying Here- 
ticks, laid upon them by the Bulls of their Popes, and 
the decrees of their general Councils, we muſt not omit, 
that every Biſhop at his Conſecration, and ever 13 2 
litan at his Inſtallation, takes an Oath, whereby he ſo- 
lemnly promiſes and vows, to perſecute them who ſhall 
refuſe, to pay Homage and Fealty to the Roman Pontiff, 
or to own his pretended boundleſs Power and Anthority. 
The Words are remarkable, and are as follows ; * The 
Rules of the Holy Fathers, the Apoſtolick Decrees, Ordi- 
nances and Diſpoſals, Reſervations, Proviſions, and Man- 
dates, I will obſerve with all my Might, and cauſe to be ob- 
ſerved by others, Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, and Rebels to our 
ſaid Lord the Pope or his Suceeſſors, I will ro my Power Per- 
ſcouts and Oppoſes © 


Thus, the Prelates of Rome, With the formality of lay- 
ing their Hands upon the Holy Goſpel, bind themſelves. 
to act contrary to the Spirit of the Goſpel, They unchri- 
ſtian themſelves, in order to be qualified to be the Rulers 
of Chriſtendom ; and ceaſe to- be Chriſtians, when they 

commence Biſhops, Tis a kind of an Apoſtacy from 
e e to Mabometiſm: For certainly, fuch an Oath 
hath the Stamp of the Arabian Impoſtor upon it: And. 
ſutes better with- the Character of a Mahometan Mufti, 
than with the Temper and Genius of a Chriſtian Bi- 
ſhop. And indeed, who is the greateſt Criminal, he 
who impoſes that abominable Oath, or he who skrews 
up his Conſcience to take it, is a hard matter to deter- 
mine: And yet harder-is it- to think that. you cannot 
ſoe ſo much as one Biſhop F that Church, but you muſt 
mark him as a Tormentor and Deſtroyer of Men upon 
Onth, and one that is: Sworn to be the Worryer of his. 
Flock, and a Blood-ſucking Bonner. 
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” las ſandtorum Patrum, decretn, ordinationes, ſeu diſpoſitiones, 
20 val iones, provifiones & mandata Apoſtolica totis viribus — 
' faciam ab aliis obſervari, Hareticns,” Schifmaticas, & rebelles eidem 
Dom ino noſtro, vel ſucceſſoribus pradifis pro poſſe pet ſeguar & impug- 
0. See the Roman Pontificat, ſet out 5 order of Pope Clement 
VIII. and Printed at. Aniwrp Anno 1626. p- 59 and pe 86. + 
n 8 
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Town there have been ſome Prelates in that 'Churcls, 
in whoſe generous. Breaſt, good Nature and Charity 
have - prevailed; againſt the malignant olbflueyres ofthis 
Allegiance they Sweat tothe: Pontiflatiitheiri encrance 
into their Dignities, and who, by good Offices done 
to Hereticks, have broke that Qath, without being guil- 
ty of Perjury; :for-jtis; rather Perjury to keep: it, 
nce tis a, Breach, of, che Baptiſmal. Him, as it: is an 
enttance info a Profeſſen u which: teachesoand ot 
mands us to love, ur Neighbours asd aur, ſohres, and 
to follow the Example of dur Sayiour Chi, ho In. 
forms us, that he came not to defray Men's Lives, but - 
to ſave tbem. But, tho there have ben amongſt them, 
ſome; Prelates of. Tempe and Moderation; yet tis mat- 
ter of Fact, as well as matter of Griaf, that in that 
Community few haye been the Inſtances af honeſt Bi- 
ſhops, who have had Chriſtianitiy enough to break that 
Anti- cbriſtian Oath. | | Jt? Fact 


Theſe are, Chriſtian) Brethren, theſe are the Ene- : | 

roles who always aimed at che total Subverſion of our | 
Burch, and who daily threaten our Ark, with Fetters 4 

and Captivity. What would become of us all, what am | 

Acel. dama, what a: Field of Blood (remember the Ma- ſ 
rian Days) would this Iſland; he turned into, if by 10 
their uſual. Artifices; and Stratagems, by the help of | | 
Trators at home, and falſe. Friends abroad, thoſe pity- 1 
leſs Men became at length the Conquetors and Maſters: 1 
of our Ark? And then what à Religious Concern, | i 
what fearful T poomiogs: and reſtleſs Agitations, muſt” 14 
our Hearts be in, at the ſight of that afrighting bloody 1 

Crew; tho' they were not near us, tho we viewed: them. | 


1 


but” at 4 diſtane s | 
Terrible is the thought of a Nation's falling a-Sacri--- 
fice to the Vatican Idol, and being made a Prey to his 
devouring Prieſts, Terrible is the thought of falling in- 
to the hands of Feſuiti, who like their Patriareb, the De- 


. 


vil, fare Lyars and Murtherers from the beginning, and. 1 
by the Laws of their Inftitution, Terrible is the. — 4 
of falling into the hands of Prelates, who are bound, iq 
by their Oath, to torment us into their idolatrons Wor- | 


ſhip 3 
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ſhip ; and” lte Swöfd td oufỹ utter Ruin, and * 
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Diftemper lies in the Head or phe le "is o_ n is 
leſs: to >diſcuſs. N faßte te, doh 
that ſtrange Qdnce ie b pe che Ph er 4 ah 
down before;that une 880% it 
of the Church! of were, chat no term of bao 
change of ximes, no confideratioti or OT, Ju 5 


ſaeven, can imitigate her Rage; and bling her Fu 
and cle they appear at fitſt ifi Se- 105 10 they 
will ſoon dftet proterevniig/ Vie, It wWouſd 5 * 
vain, to expect rue leaf Alteration in thel ry Pee 
in ſpight of flatterin Key wo deceitful Tmap 
tions, Popery will {till Feſuirs Will never fir 
to be Feſuiti: Pa 125 hb Jar never fail to be Ene- 
mies to the true —_— And for my A 19 Sita. 
no more truſt to a Popiſh King . Cor 0 0%. than L 
would to a deblared Bankrupts Bon Bend“ 
And ſuppoſe God Almighty, to be wenged of our 
many national Sins, and more: particularly of our ba 


IN a to olir Tags e Field Deliverer, who ak 85 
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15 ſent in time. 5 of need to reſcue zus from Honda and 


Oppreſſionę ſboud aaompl ih th de us ofxhoſe Me 
who wiſh fer a Bepiſn Sucueſſor, Mhicivcis the Frekt 


- Gp that kn light ftipanthis Nation, we may epend 


upon it, wp ſhould-ſ60n feel the Farben in che pretended 
112 ; and perhaps it might be our ill Luck, that he would 
ay the ſame Game over with more Mànagement, and 
- es Succals,: ood nog 260; bur 01611 £103 
gweyer, we ougbe 0 thankehoſe Men, for the wiſe 

and noble Expedient, which they ſtare to cure our Fears 


and quiet our Minds; for in the depth of their wil: | 
dom, theq have fqund out, that che beſt way to] 


Poperyy is 0 Crown it: That the propereſtimiedns to wea⸗ 

en je s. Power, And put w ſtop t its Progteſi, is to 
place it upon the Throne, and arm the'bhody Monſter, 
with;the Sword of State. 


The, 8 who compiled the Thankſgiving: forthe 
Fifth of, November; werd better 4cquainted with'the true 


Character — Spirit of, Pope, than thoſe Men: For 
there was an: Article in the Prayer that ran thus; 15 
that end ſtrengthen the Hands of our gracious King, the No- 


bles and Aug kran, of the Land, o cut off thoſe workers of 


Iniquity, 'wheſe, Religion is Rebellion; :2hoſe Faith it Fact ion, 
whaſe Practice 3s Murthering »of Souls amd Bodies, and 70 root 


them out, of the C Confines of this. Kingdom." Behold Popery 
drawn to the Life Behold the true Features of Popery ! - 


And doubtleſs thoſe worthy, and. truly. Proteſtant Pre 


les ban. 2 inſerted d this Article | in the Prayer, 
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had it in their thoughts to hang a Picture of that abo- 
minable Religion in every one of our Churches, in or- 
der to create, and {inſpire a general. Averſion to it, 
And tis unaccountable, how it came to paſs, and for 
what Reaſon. a Primate. of this Kingdom ſnatch'd this 
uſeful Picture out of all our: Churches, by ſtriking 
thoſe /ignificant Words out of the Office; and one would 
think, it would have been more for the advantage of 
this Nation, and that Archbiſhop's honour, if inſtead of 
blotting out that Serch of 'Popery, he had added to it 
ſome. finiſhing maſterly Strokes, and raiſed it with 
ſtronger, and more lively Colours. Ys 
And ſince now, we are debarred putting up that Pe- 
tition to Heaven, in our religious Aſſemblies, let it be 
one of the main Articles of our Cloſet Prayers, and 
private Devotions; let us daily entreat the Almighty, 
with Earneſtneſs and Zeal, to root them cut of tbe 
Conffnes of this Kingdom; or elſe we muſt expect, to 
0 | : be rooted out of it our ſelves: For, if they are ſuffered 
; | to get a Footing in this Iſland, farewel. our Ark, fare- 
wel our Liberties, farewel our bappy Conſtitution in Church 
and State. Es 12 UTIL | 
Struck with deep Senſe of the livelieſt Repentance, and 
profoundeſt Humility, we confeſs, O Lord, that by our ma- 
nifold Sins, we have raiſed the Storm of thy Indignation ; 
and if thou wouldſt inſtict upon us Puniſhments proportio- 
nable to the Heinouſneſs of our Offences, we can expect at 
the hands of thy Fuſtice, but the ſevereſt Fudgment that 
ever drop d down from Heaven, to cruſh a wretched fin- 
ful People, even the beſt of us, tho' not Actors in the 
groſs Impiety, which kindle the Fire of thy Vengeance; yet 
— we been, and are ſtill guilty of Sins, tho of a ſmal- 
ler nature, which add Fewel to thy Wrath : Spare us, O 
Lord ; grant an Act of Grace to this guilty Nation, for 
the ſake of thy Name, for the ſake of that Primitive 
Chriſtian Religion, 2vbich, by the, Labours and Blood of 
many glorious Martyrs, hath been revived among us. 
* But if tis decreed, that our Sins muſt not go unpuni- 
Ling Henry VIII. had inſerted this Article in the Litany, From 
the Tyranny of the Biſhop of Rome, and all his deteſtable Enormi- 


ſhed 
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| ſhred, let Thunder and Lightning, let Fire from Heaven 
conſume, and deſtroy us; let Peſtilence poiſon the Air we. 
breath, and the. Angel, who is the uſual: Miniſter of thy, 


Vengeance, ſtrike ut dead, by Thouſands, in our Streets: 
Let the Bowels of our fruitful Land be turned into Iron, 
and our ſmiling Heavens into Braſs. Let an outragious 
Hurrican blow. Death, and Deſtruction upon us, and bury 
us under the ruinous heaps of our Houſes, Let the Ocean, 
breaking through, and n Banks and Dykes, let in 4 
Deluge upon .us, and make a Sea of this Land, rather O 
Lord, than we ſhould be, given up a Prey to thoſe mer- 
cyleſs Enemies of our Ark and Religion. Let us fall 
into the Hands of che Lord, for his Mercies are great; 
and let us not fall into the Hands of thoſe Men. 
Now, if we conſider and lay to Heart the Three 
Motives, or Inducements which have been offered to our 
thoughts, we muſt, like the High Prieſt of our Text, 
tremble for the Ark, and look upon the danger that 
menaces our Church, as the main object of our Rel 
jous Fealouſies, and Fears. The Holy Man fat upon a 
i by the way ſide, waiting impatiently for the ſuc- 
ceſs of the Battle, when comes a Man, who firſt of all 
informs him, that 7/rae/ had fled before the Philiſtines, 
and that there had been a great Slaughter among the 
People. This piece of News, how doleful ſoever, he 
hears with a ſerene Countenance, and without giving 
any outward marks of Sorrow, or Trouble : The Man 
further acquaints him, that his Sons were lain in the 
Battle; but the account of their Death, doth not ſo 
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ties, Good Lord, &e. Popery was there in it's proper place, with Pe- 
3 and Famine, — the other great CA f the Vorid. 
This Petition was ſtruck out of the Litany in Queen Elizabeth's Days. 

at good Queen thought, I ſuppoſe, that thoſe Words, in the place 
.they' were put in, — ſhock the Roman Catholicks; and tis well 
r that be made it her Buſineſs to render the publick Acts of the 

rch of England, as agreeable to all Parties, as Truth would permit. 
Nom there is no room for the Reaſons, which obliged Queen Elizabeth 
to ſtrike theſe Words out of the Service; Iwiſb, they were reinſerted in the 


'L = for Reaſons which ¶ forbear to alledge, becauſe they are obvious 
E much 
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much as ſtir his Paternal Bowels, and is too light a con- 
cern, for a Heart filed, and wholly taken up, with 
the eminent danger of the 41k of Od: And this he 
gave a very noble inſtance of ;. for as ſoon as the Man 
told him, at the cloſe of his ſhort Nurrati us, that the 
Ark alſo was taken, immediately Grief ſeizes upon 
him, his Strength fails him, his Heart breaks, and ſink- 
ing under the cruſhing weight, of the only. Affection 
he could not bear; he falls and dyes.: And it came to 
paſs, faith the inſpired Hiſtorian, ben he made mention 
of the Ark of God, that he fell from off his Seat backwards 
by the ſide of the Gate, and his Neck brake and he died. _ 
' Now, which God in his infinite Mercies avert, ſhould 
ſudden and unexpected News come, that Popery had in- 
vaded the Land, that the Holy Places were defiled, and 
Idols inthroned in the Houſe of God, I am afraid our luke- 
warm Preteſtants would not Copy after the Holy Man of 
our Text; and would rather ſupinely out · live the 
23 Calamity, that can befal this Kingdom, the 
„/i of Religion, or 'the eaptivity of the Ark. But, if after 
that a Report was ſpread, that the ſame Enemy was 
fhurting up the Exchequer, confiſcating their Eſtates, 
and that effectual means were taken to reſtore all the 
Churth Lund. in their Poſſeſſion, to the ſeveral ordets they 
formerly belonged to; how ſtruck, and conforinded, 
how concerned, and aggrieved would they be at this 
News? Oh! then they would beſtir and intreague 
themſelves! Oh! then they would give fignal Tokens 
of Life and Actibity, arid hewg-by' their ſtriying to 
prevent the lols of their Poſſeſſions, that their tempo- 
ral Concerns lie nearer their Heart, than the Tondi- 
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I Would not be ee as if I blamed any 
Body for defenditng his Property, or alerting His legal 
that a ne Preference Httght' to de given woche ſured Con- 
 cerns of Religion, and that the ſafety of che r of Gch, 
is to be the chief of our Cares, tlie main. Article df 
our Prayers; and che top of our Wiſhes, and; Endea- 
. Atti 4 | po y 
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yours. * I forget thee, O Feruſalem : let my right band 
forget her cunning. If 1 do not remember thee, tongue 
cleave unto the roof of my Mouth, if I prefer not Feruſalem 
above the chief of my fo. Let us walk in the Steps, and 
follow. the Example of Holy: Mey, who Prayed, and 
Acted for the Peace of Feruſalem; and were earneſtly 


= 
* 1 


ſollicitous, and zealouſly affected for the Ark of God. 


Let us, through a fervent Zeal, for the excellency of 


our Doctrine, and the ineſtimable Bleſſing of true 
Worſhip among us, attone and make amends for our 
paſt indifferency and jinſenſibilit). And, as we hope 
that we will have occaſion to be active in the defence 
of our Religion, no other wiſe, than by the flames of 
our Devotion, and the fervency, and importunity of 
our, ſupplications to Heaven, tis one of our principal 
Obligations, as we are Chriſtians, as we are Proteſtants, 
to endeavour by our Prayers, and Deportment, to en- 

age the Almighty in the Intereſt of all the Proteſtant 
Churches in general (and particularly in caſe it ſhould be 
attacked) to appear viſibly, as he hath done many times 


before, in the defence of that Chureb by Law Eftabliſhed, 


which hitherto hath been the Glory and Bulwark of the 
Reformation, and with which all the Proteſtant Chur- 
ches abroad muſt ſink and fall. (I hope here, Brethren, 
your Hearts will go along with my Words, and Wiſhes) 
May this Kingdom, where the fugitive Dope hath found 


a ſafe ſhelter from Birds of Prey, ever rejoyce, in the 


delightful enjoyment of God's Ark and Prophets, May 
this Iſland, whoſe Glory tis to be, in a manner, the 
native Country of the Reformed World, and which hath 


ſo kindly admitted to it's Boſom, and Embraces, thoſe - 
- unfortunate Children, whom their Mother had diſs 


owned, and thruſted out of their paternal Houſes ; 
may this Iſland ever be Bleſſed with the continuance of 
God's Preſence, and true Worſhip : May, for the reward 
of her unexpreſſible Charity to the poor diſtreſſed Pro- 
teſtants, may pure and undeſiled Religion, in the midſt of 
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it, ſurvive all future Ages, outlaſt this viſible World, 
and never end but with commencing Eternity. 4 
But, if God ſhould ever ſuffer thoſe mercyleſs Men, to 
have a Rule over this Nation, may we have a better 
Deſtiny, than that, which by Providence, was allotted 
to the Higb Prieſt of our Text. He died with the dif- 
quieting thoughts, of the Ark of God being taken by 
prophane Hands, of true Religion being Defeated b 
Idolatry, of the inſulting Boaſts, and impious Triumpt 
of Heatheniſm and Superſtition. Gloomy, ' Diſmal, 
Terrible Ideas, for a dying, holy Man! which did 
imbitcer the laſt Inſtances of his Life, ſharpen the Ago- 
ny of his Death, and bring his grey Hairs down to the 
Grave with a mighty'Sorrow, s. 
I humbly hope the Sentence is not gone from God 
againſt us, but if it be reſolved by Providence, that, 
at one time or other, this Iſland is to be delivered into 
the hands of our modern Philiſtines, T will Petition the 
Almighty, that I ſhould not fare like Eh, or ſhare in 
the hardſhip of his Fate; that at my dying Hour, Imay 


' go off the Stage of this World, with the comforting 


Thoughts of leaving behind me a free proſperous Nation, 
and a ſafe flouriſhing Church, May the Pangs of Death 
ſeize upon me, and. lay my Body to the Duſt, before 
is reported in Gath, and proclaimed in Askelon, the Ark 
God is taken, and the Glory is deparied from Iſrael, © 
III. Now, to enforce what hath been hitherto laid 
down, let us in the third place, from Eh's being both 
the High Prieſt, and the chief Governour of 1/7ael, ſhew 
that this Duty- of Trembling, and being zealouſly Af- 
fected for the Ark of God, is in a more particular and 
binding manner, incumbent upon the Clergy and the 


1 „ 
irſt, As to the Clergy, who ſhould be more Zealous 
for the Ark, than they. who by a ſelect Calling, and 
honourable Miniſtry, are appointed to carry the Art, 
and whoſe Liſe, with the Solemnity of awful Ceremo- 
nies and Oaths, is Conſecrated to it's Services: And, 
certainly, the Vows and Engagements of our Profeſſion, 
are but inſignificant Titles, or grave and folemn-Im- 
poſitions 
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poſitions upon the World, if we, above all other Men, 
are not obliged to look to it's Safety, to be concerned 
at it's Danger, and boldly to appear in it's Defence. 
For if the Ark of God was: loſt; what would become of 


the Clergy? And if the Clergy ſhould negle& it's Preſer- 
vation, humanly ſpeaking,” what would become of the 


Tis then our indiſpenſible Duty, to watch, like the 


good Man of our Text, and tremble oor the Ark of 
n 


God. And, that God may bleſs our eavours for 
the Preſervation of the Ark, one thing is neceſſary; 
that is, that we act by ſan#ified Motives, and ſpiritual 
Views. GOD FORBID, we ſhould ever make good the 
Opinion, which the wretched yew Fanglè Sect of the Free- 
Wee ſcandalouſly entertain of the whole Body of the 
Clergy, 9. 0; | 

2 they analyſe all our Zeal for Religion into 4; x 
craft, as if our Godlineſs was but another Word for 
Gain, our Ar was our Diana, and we were Zealous 
for it's Preſervation, 'meerly upon the account of tem- 
poral Advantages, which flow upon us from that Head. 
GOD FORBID, - that Men who by the tyes of their 
Profeflion, are engaged to recommend Heavenly-mind- 
edieſs, ſhould be themſelves ſo much Worldly-minded. 


This would be a ſure way of looſing our Religion: For 


'twas for that very thing, the Sons of Ely making a 
Hand of Religion, and Prieſthood, to enrich them- 
ſelves, that God ſuffered the rk to fall into the Hands 
of the Philif ines. But as ay 9 concerns us to wipe off 
that vile Aſperſion they caſt upon us, I am humbly of 
Opinion, the beſt method to ſolve the Objection, the 
beſt defence we can make, is to ſhew by our diſintereſt, 
that the Churches Incomes and Profits are not the end 
we propoſe to our ſelves; that we look upon them on- 
ly as means of ſupporting us in our ſpiritual Labours, 


and that, abſtractly from Livings, and Dignities, we 


have nothing more in view, in the Diſcharge of our 
Office, than the Safety of the Art, the Honour of God, 
and the Salvation of Souls committed to our care. 
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One Word more of theſe Free-rbinkers : I myſt own, 
that I ſuſpect many of them to be Kome's Agents, and 
Miſſionaries in Diſguiſe; notwichſtanding the wide diffe- 

. rence of their Principles. How far diſtant in its Da- 
ctrines and Practices, is Qua ſteriſn from Popery ? and 
yet we know to whom; we owe the riſe, and growth 
of that unchriſtian Se&. Popery is reſolved to be reſet- 
tled in this and, no matter how. For the regaining 
this Kingdom, Was always it's principal Aim; b 
of all ntries, that ſeparated from its Communion, 
twas the moſt gainful before reformed ; and that here 
lay the greedy Pomtiff's peruvian Mines: And if it can- 
not re-enter at the uſual Gate, it will try to come in 
again, at the back Door of Free-thinking, Infidelity, and 
theiſm, „ arl* to ni olige 

GOOD GOD ! who can expreſs the Horrours that 
fill our Minds, at the thoughts of a Religion, which 
makes At beiſim its Harbinger? A Religion that teaches Men 
to renounce: the belief ofa Gad, in order to plunge them 
into Idolatry, and obliges a Nation to abandon the Ser- 
vice of the Lord their Maker, to make them Slaves 
to a Prieſt! Was ever a true Religion Propogated, and 

Advanced by ſuch impious means: And 1s not this 
very Conſideration a ſtrong Inducement, to add to the 
warmth of our Zeal againſt Popery ? W 
But who can entertain a mean Opinion of our Cler- 
25 Zeal againſt Rome, that remembers what paſsd ſo 
lately? Can any body have ſo ſodn forgot that in a time 
when Popery had aſcended the Throne, when Feſuits 
were lodged in Royal Palaces, and when Fryers, of more 
than one ſort, had the Impudence to ſhew themſelves 
in the Streets of our Metropolit, in their Habits, (which 
would have been a Comical ſight, had not a bloody 
Tragedy been concealed, and actually hatching, un- 
der the ridicule of their Dreſs:) When Colleges were in- 
vaded, and turned into Seminaries of 1dolatry ; in ſhort, 
in a time when Laws, Liberties, Religion, our all lay at 
Stake, the Miniſters of the Church of England ftood in the 
Gap, and by their unanſwerable Tracts, as alſo by 
their Courage in Suffering, and Reſiſting, made a noble 
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firmly and affeAionately. to ſtick by the Proteſtant Suc- 
eeſſion, as by Law E abliſhed, And here, I crave leave to 


/ Addreſs vou in the Words of a great Man,“ lately 
made a Primate of our Church; a 


an, ho being ygi- 
verſally eſteemed, El made all Parties to conſpire 
and agree x excellent Character, and who by our 
Poſterity, together with the Baſile, the Nax ianx ens, and 
the Chryſoſtoms, will be ranked among the chief Fa- 
thers of the Chriſtian Church. Whoever, ſaich that 
10 eons Man, doth not adbere den ene es 
him go under what Profeſſion, or Denomination he 
* will, is a certain Enemy to our Church, and State; 
ce and ſets open a Door, as far as he is able, for Popery, 
ec and Arbitrary. Power to enter in at. Againft both 
« which the 3 Succeſſion, is the only humane 
«© Bar, after Her Majeſy: Life, which GOD LONG 
* PRESERVE ; nay, and which makes it more valua-. 
<« ble, it is a yery great Security, to that moſt impor- 
tant Life too, which, we all have ſo much Reaſon, 
cc to Wiſh and Pray for the long long continuance of: 
We are all ſure ſafficiently. convinced, by our own late 
experience, as well as by the Reaſon of the thing it 
« ſelf, how impoſſible tis for us, to be in any manner 
« of fafery under the Government of a Popiſh Prince. 
% And therefore, methinks, we cannot but be firmly 
&. reſolved, and united againſt ſuch an one; eſpecially 
* one that muſt bring a. French Power along with him, 
% and. hath: been all along Educated, and formed ac- 
bs cording ho the French Model: But 1 ſhall not need 
to inſiſt any longer upon this Point, which we are all 
e obliged by the ftricteſ ties of Law and ſolemn Oath: ; 
4% nay,.and if we underſtand our own Intereſt by that 
© too, to be true to. 8 5 
Such are the thoughts, and Words of this excellent 
Prelate: I hope, all of us will be brought, by this Ar- 
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Reaſons, and how venerable the Example! But, may 
I here be ſo bold as to tell you in paſſag, that nobody 

will believe. that we are Zealous, and Hearty,” for 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, *: while "we! appear fond of 
ſome Doctrines, which by a neceſſary and immediate 

Conſequence, Arraign the late glorious Revolution, Pave 
the way to a fatal Revolution of another Stamp, tye up 
the Hands of the Prireftants, and lay them diſarmed, 

open and naked to the Roman Knife, mae. 
There is another thing of great Moment, and high- 
ly conducing to the preſervation of the Ark; that is, 
bat far from widening the Breaches of Diſſention, 
far from improving inconſiderable Diviſions into iv 
Feuds, and public Fermentation, we: ftudy to ſettle a 
Conſort, and Harmom, between all the Protiſtants of this 
Kingdom, notwithſtanding differences in Opinions, ſo 
that they may all be linked ingo one common tntereſt, 
againſt the comme Enemy, and may joyn their Heads 
to prevent, and their Hands to remove, common Dan- 
geri. Tis every good Man's Wish, that we ſhould all 
de United in one common Bottom. But ſince early 
Prepoſſeſſions, prejudices ſtrong, tho ill grounded, 
inſignificant Scruples, Miſunderſtandings, ſome Un- 
voluntary, ſome Wilful, have to this Day, proved in- 
vincible Bars, to that perfect, long wiſhed for Union, 
ſince the Nation is not yet ripe for, or worthy of ſo 
great a Bleſſing, till it pleaſes God to ſend us from 


— 


— — 
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* Ibeſt enim à Tyrannide conſenſus univerſorum, ſine quo millum ra- 
tum 47 wo anda. goo? 150 commodo civium fievi poſit, li- 
— 9 Rempublicam d Pradone repetere, ne cunctorum opes 22 
paucorum aut unius eupiditatibus vel libidinibus devoveantur, Etenim 
res eſt — — Libertas, & Divini 2 quippe Humana à Deo 
implicata Natura, ut eam tentare ſcelus fit, impium circumvenire, octu- 
pare nefarium. 2 | | | 
Jani vincent. GRAVINE idi & Anteceſſoris Romani Orat & 
Opuſcula, Specim. Priſci Juris, 70%, 255, 257. Ed. Trajeck. 171 * 
A Man, Born and brought up in theſvery Center, both of Spiritual and 
Temporal Slavery, ſpeaks like a Briten, while ſome Britons here, ſpeak 
and write like Roman Slaves, | | 
1 4s it was in 88, | 2 
| F Heaven, 
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Heaven, ſuch a general Peace in Religion, it is in the 
mean while, our. Duty to find a l Enit our Hearts, 
if we cannot unite our AAindiʒ and whilſt we diſſent in By- 
matters, to agree in chat moſt important Point, the Safe- 
| ey'of the Ark,or the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion. 
| Such an Union, itho' defective, would be of fuffi- 
cient/ force to Baffle the Deſigns of Popery, which can- 
not gain Ground here, but through our animoſities 
and fallings out. Such an Union would be to us a 
5 ſtronger Bulwark, and Protection, againſt a foreign 
| Invaſion, than the watry Ramparts of the ſurrounding 
Ocean, and the, ſo much boaſted of, wooden Walls of 

our Pleets. on | 
: 'Secondly,' The Duty of being concerned for the 
Safety of the Ark, and trembling at it's Danger, is alſo, 
in a more particular and binding manner, incumbent 
upon the Magiſtrates... | | "if | 
In all Ages of the Church, the Magiſtrates, (under 
4 the Soveraign,” who: is the Fountain of their Power) 
1 have been-look'd upon to be the Nur/ing-Fathers of 
A = the Church, and the Supporters of the .4rk- of. God. 
Bur, tis here to be obſerved, that tis more particular- 
ly the Office of the Britiſh Magiſtrates: For, as ſundry 
' - Penal Laus have been enafted, by the Legiſlative Po- 
wer, for the Safety of the Ark, againſt the encroach- 
io ments and outrages of Popery, lo tis the Magiſtrates 
4 5 Duty to put them in Execution: And as Eh's neglect 


rn FP 


4 in the diſcharge of his Office, was one of the Rea- 
W , ſons, which obliged the Almighty to deliver his Ark 
1 into the Enemies Hands, it behoves them to take care 
= that our 4rk ſhould: not ſuffer through their remiſſneſs in 
| a | the diſcharge of theirs. EN EP FL. 


The 'Romaniſts "brand: the Penal. Laws enacted againſt 
chem, with the odious Name of Perſecution. A wrong 


3 Fi Name indeed, when one knows the Grounds and Rea- 
q 5 fone of lems. i, e 
= For Popery doth not fall under ;the Laſl of the Law, 


as tis a Compound of erroneous Relief, and ridiculous 
Worſhip. In this reſpect, tis as much beneath the 
Cegnixance of the Law, as the wild n of 
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Men confined to a Mad-houſe. Let them know, that 
We do not Proſecute them, becauſe they believe that a 

Wafer is their God, or becauſe they devoutly kiſs a. 
Malefactor's Bone, when they think, they are paying 
due Veneration, to the. Relick of a Saint. No, we 
Proſecute them, becauſe their Religion is Tyrexny, 
Treaſon, and implies and commands the utter Subver- 
ſion of our Church, and State. The face of our Laws 
is bent againſt them, becauſe they are Paitors to their 
Country, and ſworn Valſals to a foreign Enemy, who! is 
always ſeeking to bring this Nation into Thraldom, 
and Oppreſſion. They are Proſcribed by our Laws, be- 
cauſe Papiſts cannot be loyal Subjects: For mo Man can 
ſerve Two Maſters; and they muſt prove perfidious Ser- 
vants to their Maſter at home,” becauſe they are bound 
to obey the Orders of their after abroad: And will 
ſtab their King, if the Pope requires at'their Hands a 
Royal Victim. | "02 

In all well regulated Countries, a profef Atheiſt is 
Proſcribed by the Laws, becauſe by the denying! the 
Being, and Providence of God, he ſaps the Foundations 
of Government. And what difference is there betwixt 
an Atheiſt and a Jeſuit? We may apply to the latter, 
what * Tully faith of an Antient Philoſopher. Epicurus 
deos verbo ponit, re tollit, Their Maxims are equally 
Impious and Atbeiſtical: And it would be eaſy enough 
to prove, that Mariana s Principles, are as Deſtructive 
to Government, as thoſe of Vaninius. | 

Then what the Romaniſts call Perſecution, is nothing 
elſe, but a due Proſecution of Treaſon, Villany, and in- 
tended, if not Executed Parricide. | @ 

GOOD GOD! who would have thought, that the 
Authors of Holy Murthers, Religious Cruſadoes and Meri- 
torious Maſſacres, that the Contrivers of the Gun-powder 
Plot, and the Fire of London, would have I 
of the ſeverity of our Laus? Is it becauſe they lie Dor- 
mant, and are ſeldom put in Execution? _ “b. 
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Tis hoped, they will now have ſome Colour to- 
complain, ſince our Magiſtrates have been lately awa- 
kened into the Execution of their Office, by a Royal 
Proclamation: And indeed, if thoſe Men are any lon- 
ger the Monuments of our Clemency; we will ſoon find 
our ſelves the Victim, of their Cruelty. 4 AS 

But where doth my Zeal, where doth my Con- 
cern carry me? I forget, that I have the Honour to 
ſpeak before Magiſtrates, well affected to their Coun- 
try, and Zealous for. their Religion, who know when 
Clemency ought to give place to Severity, and when Se- 
werity is to be tempered with Clemency: And I muſt 
own, that, as it hath been ſhewn before, tho' there is 
abundant reaſon to Tremble for the Ark of God; 
yet, when I ſee in the. Church, ſuch a bright ſer of 
truly Proteſtant Biſhops 5 in the Courts, ſuch a glorious 
| Bench of truly Proteſtant Fudges, the reviving Prol- 
pect raiſes my drooping Courage, diſpels my gloomy 
Thoughts: And I thank God from the depth of my 
Heart, who-hath been graciouſly pleaſed to ſet Two 
ſuch frong - Fences round our Church to ſecure, and 
gard it on every ide, 307 op 

The Ark is ſafe there: But alas! It is in Danger, 
in great Danger from. another quarter; I mean our 
national Sins, 7 SEN | 

IV. Which brings me to the laſt Head of my Diſ- 
| courſe, where we are to ſhew that ſince the Sins of Vrael 
unrepented of, were the unhappy Cauſes of the Cap, 
tivity of the Ark, it behoves us to ſecure, and keep it 
. ſafe, in the midſt of us by a National Repentance. 

National Repentance do I ſay? Then farewel ourA rk: 
Can any ſuch thing be expected, or thought of at 
this time? Is there any hopes left. of ſuch a Change, 
while an Egyptian darkneſs of Vice and Corruption, 
have over-ſpread-all the Land. 


Ves, there is Hopes. ſtill; and thanks be tc. God, 1 


C3 2 FA y_ * „W 2 


—— 
. 


. This Ex hortation to Charity, was put in at the deſire 75 the Reve- 
rend Mr. Pocklington, Miniſter of Chelmsford, and the Truſtees for 
the Charity School, lately ſet up in that Town,  _| LY 
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can perceive the dawning and breakings out of ſuch a 
Reformation, darting upon this Nation. For how can 
we look upon hols pious Eſtabliſhments, the Charity 
Schools, which have been ſet up in ſo many parts of 
this Kingdom, and deſpair of ſuch a happy Change. 
Are not thoſe Schools the Earneffs and Pledges, and 
even the powerful Inſtruments of ſuch a general Con- 
verſion ? 

How comforting are theſe thoughts! We are there- 
by ſatisfyed that there is amongſt us. ſtill, many good 
Religious Souls, who not content to be the werruous Mo- 
dels of this preſent Generation, endeavour by ſuch pi- 
ous Settlements to entayl their good Principles upon 
Poſterity, and furniſh the Generations to come, with 
Examples of Virtue like themſelves. . HRT 

Again, we ſee a very great number of Children 
nurtured in the Faith, rooted in the Grounds of the Pro- 
teſtant Church, furniſhed with a competent Share of 
Learning, which will render them capable of Con- 
firming themſelves, and making a further progreſs in 
the. Principles of Religion ; from which, with God's fa- 
vour, will flow through the courſe of their life a con- 
tinued Series of good Actions, and whereby they'll be 
enabled, jointly with other well-meaning Perſons, to 
ſtem the Tide of Corruption, : 7 
But further, I look upon theſe Schools to be the ſtron- 
geſt ſupports of the Ark: They are as many. Citadel. 
raiſed againſt Popery. Julian tlie Apoſtate, one of the 
wiſeſt Enemies to Chriſtianity, thought the likelieſt way 
to deſtroy the Chriſtian Religion, was to ſupprels 
the Chriſtian Schools, Conſidering. what he aimed at, 
he went the right way to work, For certainly, Igno- 


france was the beſt Preparation for Chrit;ans to run 


back to Heatheniſm. And ſo, tis for Proteſtants to be 
turned back to modern Paganiſm; Popery.: For Po- 
pery ſprang ” in the Darkeſt, the moſt barbarous 
Ages of the Church. The Enemy ſents Hel Tares 
in the Night, when Men were aſleep. And tis {till kept 
up by the ſame Ignorance, that gave it Birth. But 
by the means. of theſe pious Eſtabliſhments,. the mean- 
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eſt of the Land will attain to fuch a Degree of Know- 
ledge, and Learning in the Scriptures, as will fix them 
in their Religion, and prevent them from being ſedu- 
ced by Po j Agents and Miſſionaries ; Theſe Charity 
Schools will ſcatter, through this Land, ſuch Beams of 
light, as will beat back approaching Darkneſs, and 
ſhut out that Ignorance which is the uſual fore-runner 
of Popery. Since ſettling Schools of this kind, is pro- 
perly raiſing Fortifications, againſt the common Enemy, 
As we tender the Safety of our Ark, the Well-fare 
of our Country, as we abhor Popery, and love our 
Religion, let us ſpare no coſt to encourage, maintain, 
and improve thoſe Charitable Inſtitutions, 
Here I beg leave to dire& my Diſcourſe to you, (the 
\ Inhabitants of this Town) to Congratulate you, upon 
your er and happy Succeſs, in the ſetting up of 
your School. I hope you have all been unanimous in 


the Project, and the Execution of it. For it would be 


hard to think there is among you any Diſſenter, in point 
of mos { The Duty of Almſgiving is a Goſpel-obli- 
gation, and not a Ceremony of the Church of England. 
ut, if peradventure there is ſuch Recuſants in the midſt 
of you, they muſt be put in mind, that when at the 
Bar of the great Fudge of the World, they will be cal- 
led to an account for ſo conſiderable an Omiſſion, 
it will be but a poor Plea, to ſay in their own De- 
| Fence, that they would not join with their Townſ- 
Men, for the obſervation of the moſt eſſential Precept 
of the Goſpel, becauſe they could not join with them 
in ſome Circumſtantials of Worſhip. | 
If any of theſe Men are here preſent, I entreat them 
by the Bowels, by the Compaſſions of Chrift, and for the 


Intereſt of their own Souls, to conſider that the omiſ- 


ſion of a great Duty is a great Sin, that they highly 
wrong and injure themſelves, in neglecting to be ſha- 


rers in the Honour, and Bleſſing of Feeding, and 


Cloatbing the Lord: And I am of opinion, Whatever 
may be theirs, that in order to make amends for bein 
Demurrers in ſo good an Action, they ought to A 


Criminal 


Tax themſelves, and that to attone for their delay, or 
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Criminal reluctancy to ſo piu a Work, they ought 


to come to the Altar with a richer Offering, and a coſts - 


— 


lie T Sacr ifice. 


The ſight of thoſe 


And the Muſick performed by thoſe Children, beſt re- 
ſembling that of Heaven, becauſe it paſſes through innocent 
Organs, as it is moſt acceptable to God, who loves to be 
praiſed by the Mouth of Babes, ſo is it a moſt raviſhing 
Harmony to pious Souls, | 7 


One thing, however, abates of the fineneſs of the 


Spectacle, that the Boys are not cloathed alike: I do 
not take notice of this, with a deſign to Cenfure you, 
the Inhabitants of this Town ; for you deſerve to be com- 
mended for the great Expences you have been at al- 


ready, for the noble advances you have made for this 


_ charitable Settlement, rather than to be blamed for 


I mention this only as an Introduction, to the 4p- 


plication, I am now to make, to you, Gentlemen, who 
are here occaſionally preſent. And Iapply my elf to 
you with great Aſſurance, becauſe I am fatisfyed, that 
Engliſh Gentlemen who are diſtinguiſhed from Men of- 
like Figure in other Countries, not only by their 44j- 
lities, but alſo by their Inclinations to do good, will ne- 
ver baulk thoſe Inſtincts to Beneficence, planted in 
their Hearts by Nature, and ſtrengthened by the happy 


Culture of a Liberal, and Religious Education. And ſuch 


is generally their Generoſity, that they think themſelyes 


kindly,.and honourably uſed, when they are invited to 


ſhare in the Acts of Chriſtian Benevolence: And at the 


very time, that we in juſtice thank them for their Li- 


berality, they thank us for the Invitation; eſpecially, if 


tis to ſuch a Charity as is, like this, calculated for the 
Publick good, and eminently ſerviceable to the Wellfare 
of their Country, Fs 


Strange would it be indeed, that at a time when ſuch 


large Encouragements are given, ſuch ample Contri- 
butions raiſed, for_prophane Singing upon the Stage, 


wie ſhould think much to beſtow ſome {mall _ inconſi- | 
| DE 5 e etable 


Nurſeries of your W 6 5 


Honour to this Town, and an Ornament to this Church. 


_ 
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derable Sums, which cannot Burthen or Incumber us, 
upon ſo pious an Undertaking, as the improving the 
Muſick of our Churches, which can't be effected by no 
| we way, than by training up theſe Children to 
e the Le, of Angels upon Earth, by ſinging 
. to the Honcur of God, the Songs of our Sion. 
Three Claſſe may be made of Perſons preſent here, 
ſome come to joyn with us in our Devotions, ſome 
meerly ont of Curioſity, and ſome others for Buſineſs. 
As to them of the firſt Sort, who came hither purely 
to joyn with us im our Devotions, we have nothing to 
temind them of, we leave them to their own good Prin- 
« riples;” For Charity is the inſeparable Companion of 
true Devotion. And when ſuch Perſon's Hearts, like 
© Lydie's, are by God's Grace opened to his Word, we need 
not fear but their Hands alſo will be opened to the 
ſeveral Wants of their needy Brethren ; and more par- 
ticularly, to ſuch Charities as tend to adminiſter Spi- 
ritual Nurture to their fellow Creatures. 
But as to you who came hither, merely led by Cu- 
*-xioſfity, I muſt put you in mind, that tho it be a good 
Action to come to Church, yet you have marred it in 
It's Principle. How then, how thankful ought you to be 
to Almighty God, who now offers you an occaſion, to 
mend the fault, and to ſanctify your prophane coming in to 
© this Church, by your Chriſtian Liberality at the going 


. out, « | 
Laſtly, I muſt give a Word of Advice to you who 
came hither for Buſineſs. As you are Chriſtians, you 
nate doubtleſs convinced that you cannot be ſucceſsful 
in any thing you have in Hand, except God's Favour 
and Afiſtance goes along with you. But it would be 
in vain to expect God's help, and Bleſſing, if you do 
not ſhew your ſelves kind and courteous to God, by 
- -afliſting theſs poor Children, who repreſent your Lord 
and your Redeemer. * Come then and pay unto the Lord 
pour God, and let all them that be round bim here, bring 
© preſents unto him that ought to be feared. | 
n Thus 


— 


at the Alſizes at Chelmsford. ar 
This is a Day of Juſſice. Is it inconſiſtent to make it 
2 Day of Mercifulneſs and Charity? Why ſhould not 
thoſe Virtues be united in the ſame Day, ſince they are 
to be united in our Hearts, and go Hand in Hand in 
our Converſation ? for * the Lord requires, of ut to, do 
juſtly, and to love mercy. Let it be ſaid that this Day, 
Mercy and Truth met together, and Righteouſneſs and Peace 
have kiſſed each other. en” r 
To conclude, I deſire you all to conſider, that Cha- 
rity is the route of Chriſtian Graces, and that this 
Branch of it, which we now Recommend unto you, is 
the beft ſort of Charity; for it feeds the Soul as well as 
the Body, and furniſhes the Objects of it, with Provi- 
ſions for this and the next Lifmſſm. 
And tis to be hoped, that for the ſake of thoſe piouſ- 
2 diſpoſed Perſons, who will ſhew themſelves the 
ildren of God, by the Imitation of his Benevolence 
and Mercyfulneſs, God will prote& our Ark, and ever 
defend it from the Helliſi Mint of Horrid Plots, Inte- 
ſtine Bloody Wars, Barbarons Foreign Invaſions, I 
mean from Romiſh Zeal, and Bigotry. Now to God, &c, 


— —_— — 


Some groſs Faults having crept into the Impreſſion of this Diſcourſe, 
| the Reader is 4e to look Fur 4: his 2 1 ſes 

JD 4ge 4. line 13. have read have it: p. 9.1. 20. For Power read And 

L if Power: p. 10, J. 3. infidiouſly read infidiouſly : p. 16, the laſt 
line, Titles read Trifles : p. 14. 1.33. War read Wars: p. 21. I. 26. 
Trators read Traitors: p. 22. l. 25. Blind read Blend: p. 24. if 28. ftruck 
with deep read ftruck with a deep: Ibid. I. 30. Impiety read Impi- 
\ erties: p. 26.1. 8. affection read afflition : p. 28. J. 12. Inſtances read 
nr rrp 2 > 4 new * _ new fangled: p. 31. l. 23. out- 

s in Politicks: read out- iticks : p. | 

. Lidie's read Lidia's, 2 5 * nnn 
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